
 

 

 

 
                                                               

A crucial step of Floatgen’s installation  
successfully completed  

 

July 27th 2017 – The successful offshore installation of Floatgen’s innovative mooring system 
paves the way for the installation of France’s first offshore wind turbine. 
 

The mooring system components were assembled and installed on the SEM-REV test site which will 

host Floatgen, 22 kilometers off the coast of Le Croisic in western France. This highly innovative 

system was conceived and engineered by 

Ideol, the internationally recognized 

leader in floating offshore wind. It is 

composed of 6 nylon mooring lines, a 

worldwide premiere for a permanent 

mooring system of such dimensions. 
 

This installation took place as the 

construction of the concrete floating 

foundation built by Bouygues Travaux 

Publics in Saint-Nazaire is coming to an 

end. Once equipped with the wind 

turbine, the complete unit is expected to 

be tugged before the end of the year 

towards SEM-REV, the world’s 1st multiple MRE technology test site connected to the grid.  
 

Destined to equip other MRE systems, the mooring system designed by Ideol must satisfy two 

sometimes contradictory requirements:   

- a cost-competitive manufacturing and installation enabling the production of electricity at 
the lowest possible cost 

- the weathering of extreme environmental conditions such as high swell, biofooling, 
storms… 

The engineering teams will monitor this innovative system during the entire project’s lifetime whilst 

several R&D projects are already underway to analyze and perhaps even improve this pioneering 

mooring system’s performance. 
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The vessel chartered by Bourbon and specialized in mooring Far Sapphire has 

performed offshore operations ©CentraleNantes 

PRESS CONTACT 
 Marie Bayard-Lenoir, Ideol’s communication officer Tel : + 33 (0)6 09 77 81 15 - press@floatgen.eu 

 
 

 

Floatgen 

The project began in 2013 bringing together seven partners each with a specific role to play:  
Ideol: design and provision of the entire floating system (foundation, anchoring system and electricity export 
cable) as well as the wind turbine; Centrale Nantes: ocean engineering expertise and access to its offshore test 
site; Bouygues Travaux Publics: floating foundation construction; the University of Stuttgart: participation in 
the study phase simulations, RSK GROUP: environmental impact analysis; ZABALA project management; and 
finally, FRAUNHOFER-IWES: comparative analysis of the different floating solutions. It is supported by the 
European Union as part of the FP7 programme, by the French Environment and Energy Management Agency as 
part of the national Investments for the Future Programme, and by the Pays de la Loire region. This project is a 
precursor to the installation in coming years of first pilot, then commercial, offshore wind farms.  


